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The Cross-Strait Relations in the Next Century:
War-oriented Reunification or Peaceful

Reunification

Chih-Cheng Yang™

Abstract

The summit meeting of two regimes in the Korean Peninsula has inspired people
in the world; many people even anticipate that the event can help to alleviate the
unease relations between both sides of the Taiwan Strait. However, geographically
and historically the situation of the cross-strait relations is significantly different from
that of the Korean Peninsula. Despite the fact that conciliation would be the trend of
international relations in the next century, reunification of a divided nation must
depend on a conducive situation and conditions created for unification.

On the issue of Chinese reunification, Deng Xiaoping had set resolution and
declared that it should be implemented by peaceful means. Then since the PRC
Taiwan policy makes mistakes due to contradiction between its strategy and its tactics,
the cross-strait relations has deteriorated; that makes the Chinese leaders suspect
feasibility and effectiveness of the peaceful reunification policy and continuously
escalate the rivalry and conflicts between the two sides of the Taiwan Strait. The paper
tries to be objective and rational to analyze and compare the cost-benefits of
war-oriented reunification policy to that of peaceful reunification policy from the PRC
point of view. In addition, the paper would also try to seek the reason why the both

) Professor, Section for Social Sciences Teaching, Feng Chia University.
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sides are not willing to negotiate even though there is yielding space between the “one
state, two systems” proposed by China and confederation system acceptable by
Taiwan.

Keywords: geostrategy, tactics, post-colonialism, “one state, two systems”,
confederate, federalism



