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Chien Chi’s Landscape Poetry
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Abstract

Most people, no matter in the Tang Dynasty or later times, thought Chien Chi’s
poems were clear and graceful. Such conclusion shall come from the observation in
Chien Chi’s landscape poetry. There were five specialties on Chien Chi’s landscape
poetry. Through those specialties, we may find out that he had the style of Hsieh
Ling-Yun and Wang Wei. In Chien Chi’s poetry, he repeated and changed many
verses of Hsieh Ling-Yun’s poetry. Technically, he had the intention to resemble
Hsieh Ling-Yun’s style. Besides, Chien had frequently expressed his admiration of
Hsieh Ling-Yun. As to his philosophy of life, such as good at the teaching of
Buddhism and close to philosophy of Chuan Tze, and the desire for seclusion, were
apparently similar to Hsieh and were influenced by Hsieh.

The poetry of Chien and Hsieh had very subtle relations. Of the three poets:
Tao Yen-Ming, Hsieh Ling-Yun and Hsieh Tiao, who have been generally imitated by
poets at the period of full literary grandeur in the Tang Dynasty (8" century) and
middle period of Tang Dynasty, Chien was influenced by Hsieh Ling-Yun the most,
then Tao, and Hsieh Tao to the lesser degree.

Keywords: Chien Chi, Hsieh Ling-Yun, landscape poetry.
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