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The Contradiction Between Meaning
and Character Explained by the Radicals of
Shuo Wen
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Abstract

Shuo Wen is a book investigated the relationship between the configuration of
Chinese characters and the meaning there of, therefore, the consistency of them will
be emphasized through the text .The rules which Xu Shen used to write this book is to
present the meaning of a character directly by analyzing the configuration of it.
However, contradition was encountered when Shuo Wen explained the meaning and
character of radicals. The researchers of the past thought this contradiction was due to
the lacuna in the book or the impression of meaning explanation, but none of them
can be confirmed. Therefore in this article, a possibility about this phenomenon has
been predicated through the analysis and synthesizing.
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