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Abstract

“Zhaojun’s Settlement Outside The Great Wall” is a well-known story in China,
but the record’s differences between authorized history and literature are tremendous.
The first record of Wang Zhaojun was seen at “The History of Han Dynasty” and
described how Yuan Di agreed the request by the Xiongnu chieftain, Huhanxie, and
sent Wang Jiang as his empress.

There were some paragraphs, added at “The History of Eastern Han Dynasty”
afterwards, mentioned that Wang Zhaojun gave herself in voluntarily when Huhanxie
demanded because she was disregarded by Yuan Di and how regretful the emperor
was when he saw her beauty by the day she left.

Moreover, during the Southern/Northern Dynasty, the story became more
complicated than ever. The story went to Wang Zhaojun refuse to bribe the court artist
and as a result, she seemed to be the ugliest of all the palace ladies from her finished
portrait. Thus, she never received the emperor’s favor and eventually turned out to be
the left of Wang Zhaojun. The whole story was completed till then and all the
literature when made a description of Wang Zhaojun were based on this edition.

“Mingjun Ci”, authored by “Shi Chong” ( Western Jin Dynasty) was a poem
described his beloved concubine—“Green Pearl”. These lyrics scored with Han’s
rhythm became a melody which can be sung and danced. Due to the timing of
“Mingjun Ci” was earlier than above, it should be more realistically to the history.

" Part-Time Lecturer, Section for History and Humanities Teaching, Feng Chia University.
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