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Karl Marx’s Study of French Revolution
(1848—1852)

Hsien-Chih Lin"

Abstract

The history of French revolution in nineteenth century is one source of
Marxism. There are three writings of Karl Marx on French revolution in nineteenth
century: (The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte) -~ { Class Struggles in
France,1848—1850) and {The Civil War in France) .The main concerns of this
paper is to investigate Karl Marx’s study of French revolution, i.e. to investigate
Karl Marx’s two writings : (Class Struggles in France,1848 —1850) and ( The
Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte) ,and furthermore to sum up conclusions
concerning Karl Marx’s theory of proletariat revolution:

I. Social revolution is possible only on condition that the material forces of
production in society come into conflict with existing relations of production.
Revolution is the locomotive of history.

I1. Historical determination of working class in alliance with peasants.

I1l. Dictatorship of the proletariat is the state form of transitional period
between capitalist society and communist society.

I\V. The proletariat revolution must destroy the state machines of the
bourgeoisie. The state is an instrument of coercion in defence of class interests.

In praxis, the history of French revolution from 1848 to 1852 is definitely
enrich Karl Marx’s theory of proletariat revolution.

Keywords: forces of production, relations of production, working class in alliance
with peasants, dictatorship of the proletariat

" Associate Professor, Section for Social Sciences Teaching, Feng Chia University.



