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The Theory and Practice of "Thoughts of
Musical Creating"

Shi-ming Lee”

Abstract

According to Book of Rites, one of the Confucian classics, the theory of "musical
creating” in Confucianism is defined as follows, "While a new dynasty is established,
the rites and music must be renewed and enhanced.” The Confucianism consider that
the "music"” must be created with the establishment of a new dynasty for that all
institutions have to be changed with the alternation of political authority. Combining
meaning of politics and culture, rites and music become the most symbolical items
among all institutions. "Musical creating” is promoted as a symbol of the
establishment to new political authority, and it becomes a significant act while a new
dynasty is set up since this formulation is proposed, even if in the era of the Southern
and Northern—— era in chaos of war——, so many events of it's "musical creating"
still have been recorded, thus it is seen that "musical creating™ is given great value.
Nevertheless, "musical creating” is certain difficult so that following the music of last
dynasty is inevitable; furthermore, changing lyrics and titles of old ones is also
avoidable. The abstract connotation of music and ambiguity of the record medium
have provided proper factors for such an act.

However, when we investigate the information of "musical creating” in

" Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Feng Chia University.
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successive dynasties, as to the Shau <]’!?F’,> of Shun, Huo (j&) of Tang, and Wu { /%)
of Zho, Wu is the only one which conforms with this standpoint, and as to later
periods, including Chin, Han, Wei, Jin, and era of Southern and Northern, most of
their "musical creating” follow successive dynasties but lyrics and title. Moreover, the
forms of the whole music are obviously influenced by Wu music, so that "the music
created after the dynasty established™ actually is vain in the way of practice.

Key words: musical creating, rites and music, politics in music, musical thoughts
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