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Clarification of the History of the Ma-Chu
Gong (Shrine) in Chu-Shan in Focus of
the Contribution of the Buddhist Abbots
and the Local Officials to Local Shrines

Che-San Chen”

Abstract

The purpose of this essay is (1) to clarify several issues and incorrect
understandings of the history of the Ma-Chu-Gong in Chu-Shan, (2) to complement
the previous omissions, and, thus, reveal the truth of several historical issues of the
Ma-Chu Gong in Chu-Shan.

This essay, first, affirms the contributor of the estate of the Ma-Chu Gong,
second, examines the establishment date of the Ma-Chu Gong, third, investigates the
development of the shrine’s name—Ma-Chu Gong, forth, ascertains that, in the entire
Ching Dynasty, the Lin-Ji-Chung (a sect of Buddhism) monks lived in the Ma-Chu
Gong as administrators, and last, explains the context of erecting the three
Chang-Sheng-Lu-Wei (three planks as symbolic identities of three persons, who are
enshrined and worshiped) in Ching Dynasty.

The above issues, excluding the establishment date of the shrine, which is
confined to a year in ChyuanLong era, are all clarified, and the problems
accompanying these issues are also answered. Above all, the policy of the tax
regulations in favor of the Shoei-Sha-Lian (Chu-San) area, which are attributed to the
magistrate of Chang-Hwa County—Hu, Bang-Hung, is now distinct.

) Professor, Graduate Institute of History and Historical Relics, Feng Chia University.
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