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A Confucian Scholar in the Yuan Dynasty:
Hau Ching, His Theory of “Useful
Knowledge”

Shing-Yi Ma”

Abstract

Hau Ching was an important thinker and politician in the early Yuan Dynasty.
Scholars have quite different thoughts about the discourse in his work. Some criticize
it while others admire it. This essay tries to start with an exploration of the concept,
“Useful Knowledge”, which is the most frequent term in Hau Ching’s work. Through
a study of Hau Ching’s background and personal inclination, this essay attempts to
illustrate how the idea of administering a social order for the welfare of the mob from
applied philosophy played an active role in influencing Hau Ching’s thoughts,
manners, and political attitudes. This essay argues that under the combined influence
of traditional academic thoughts, social trends, “Useful Knowledge”, Hau Ching’s
propensity for academy, can be described in three directions: exploring applied
philosophy, referring to classic and historical works mutually, and acculturating the
savages. The author believes that Hau Ching’s academic thoughts and political
attitudes are the reflection of the aforementioned three categories. So, Hau Ching
selected parts of traditional thoughts to learn. He had his insistence on serving the
government according to his own will. These attitudes all were influenced by “Useful
Knowledge”. This essay finally emphasizes that when we try to give a fair evaluation

) Lecturer, Department of Language Arts, National Taichung Teachers’ College.
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about Hau Ching’s contribution, we should make an effort to understand Hau Ching’s
endeavor of providing “the Useful Knowledge”. In this way, we are able to find a new
space of discussion for criticisms on Hau Ching’s work.

Keywords: useful knowledge, applied philosophy, referring to classic and historical
work mutually, administering a social order for the welfare of the mob,
acculturating the savages



