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Abstract

This essay examines the types, areas and prices in the antique contracts of the
landed trades in the Tsaotun area in the Ching Dynasty in order to explore the
historical factors which affect land value and unveil its related issues.

This essay includes eleven statistical tables. Through the quantificational
operation, these tables enable analytic, comparative and chronological research among
the types, areas and prices of lands in the antique contracts. The most significant
discovery, concluded from these tables, is the influence of international trade on the
land value in Taiwan. Comparing land value in a chronological sequence, land in the
DawGuang Era reaches the highest value; on the other hand, land in the TongJyh and
HsianFong Era obtains the lowest value. The situation of the low land value is
attributed to the disadvantage of exporting Taiwanese rice and sugar in these two Eras.
Because of the difficulty in international trade, which caused a great devaluation of
the price of rice and sugar, the land value in these two Eras depreciated below one
third of those in the DawGuang Era. Thereby the characteristic of Taiwanese
economics, which deeply depends on international trade, is evidently manifested. As
to the types of land, irrigable fields obtain the highest value because rice can be
cultivated twice a year in these; dry farmlands receive a lower value because rice can
only be cultivated once a year; and orchards obtain the lowest value because rice can
not be cultivated there. On occasion, some dry farmland can obtain a higher price than
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the irrigable fields because their locality in the vicinity of a town center enables them

to be used as a building site.

Keywords: Ching Dynasty, Tsaotun, land values, irrigable fields, dry farmland,
orchards, international trade



