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Abstract

The purpose of this essay is to reconstruct an authentic history of the
development of irrigation systems in Tsaotun. | first investigate several issues by a
review of idiographs from the Ching Dynasty, surveys from the Japanese Colonial
period, and related studies from the contemporary era. Newly discovered historical
documents of contracts, in which eighty-some out of four hundred are in relation to
the development of irrigation systems, are used to complement and legitimate
information from the aforementioned three sources—idiographies, surveys, and
contemporary studies. By doing so, the history of the development of irrigation
systems in Tsaotun can thus become more authentic.

JioTzeu (Old Channel), constructed before the 8" year in the ChyuanLong era
(1743 A.D.; hereafter ChyuanLong year), is the earliest channel of the irrigation
systems in Tsaotun. The HsinTzeu (New Channel) parallel with it was constructed
before the 37" ChyuanLong year (1772 A.D.). DaTzeu (Wide Channel), i.e.
SheanTzeu (Risky Channel), was constructed by the Chinese man, Wu Lian-Tang or
Wu Lian-Deng, who was commissioned by GeMaiYi, the chief of PeiTou-Sheh
(PeiTou Hamlet). The statement, in which Chi Liang-Shen constructed SheanTzeu in
the 16™ ChyuanLong year (1751 A.D.), is not substantial due to a lack of approval that
can be found in the historical documents of contracts. MaJuhTzeu (MaJuh Channel)
was constructed before the 41% ChyuanLong year (1776 A.D.). ALuTzeu (ALu
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Channel), probably JiaLaoTzeu (JiaLao Channel), was constructed before the early
years in the DawGuang era. Various figures are said to be responsible for the
construction of MaJuhTzeu and of JiaLaoTzeu. However, these statements remain
suspicious because the mentioned channels, which are credited to the respective
figures, are all called divergent names from both MaJuhTzeu and JiaLaoTzeu. Then, it
Is pertinent to assume that the two channels had been constructed by aborigines of
MaoLuo-Sheh (MaoLuo Hamlet). The name MaJuh or MaJih are supposed to be
misspellings of MaShd.

In the late years of the ChyuanLong era, the irrigation systems were commonly
installed in the area of the WuShi (Black Stream) alluvial fan in Tsaotun, and fields
there were all rice puddles. Until the completion of LungChyuanTzeu (LungChyuan)
in the Japanese Colonial period, the irrigation systems in the area on the east of
PaoTzuLiao Mesa did not exist.

Keywords: Ching Dynasty, Tsaotun, irrigation system



