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The Working of Dao ( ig ) in the Thought of
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Abstract

All things spring from Dao. We look at it, and we do not see it; we listen to it,
and we do not hear it; we try to grasp it, and we do not hold it. Dao is always formless,
soundless and invisible. But Dao never changes from the ancient times to the present
day and places in the fleeting and indeterminable conditions. We meet it and do not
see its front; we follow it and do not see its back. The Dao in its regular course does
nothing and so there it does everything. Because in the thought of the Dao, “does
nothing” means “doing”; ‘“useless” means ‘“useful”; “non-governing” means
“ governing”; “non-strive” means “strive for all.” Therefore, Lao-Zi is always
humble and also empties his minds, so he could return to the condition of naivety and

honesty.

Keywords: Lao-Zi, Dao, fleeting, indeterminable, naivety, honesty
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