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Textual Criticism of Liu Chi-Ji Using “Shi
Tong” to Comment Confucian Writings

Wei-Hsiung Li*

Abstract

Liu Chi-ji’s “Shi Tong” is the first publication of historical commentary in the
development of the science of Chinese history. The book received varied comments.
Lyu Si-mian described it as “skilled in criticism” (“Review of ‘Shi Tong’”), while Liu
Can called it “absurd accusation of the sages and saints” (“Analysis of ‘Shi Tong’”),
and Chang Hsue-cheng commented as “knowing the law of history without knowing
the meaning of history”. There are even more commentaries on “Shi Tong” in the
modern time, yet most held biased view. This paper reviews the viewpoint of history
of “Shi Tong”, including deriving from Confucian writings, factual records, and three
talents of the history, which were his main arguments. It then analyzes his discourses
on Confucian writings under the paradigm of the new science of history. He respected
Confucius and his writings, yet since the science of history is based on facts, he
challenged the truth of Confucius writings based on the authenticity of the writings,
and wrote “Doubts on history” and “Confused with Confucius Writings”. This paper
applies the interpretation dimensions of Fu Wei-hsun’s creative hermeneutics to
verify the discourses of “Shi Tong”, and finds that there are many controversial parts.
For example, he neglected the meaning of the Confucius writings, which was the true
history. Liu did not use the criteria of Confucius writings to discuss the history, but
used the paradigm of history to discuss Confucius writings, which then resulted in
biased views. However, he regarded Confucius writings as historical materials, which
then established the unique status of the science of history. His contribution was
commonly recognized.

Keywords: Liu Ch-ji, Shi Tong, Paradigm, Using “Shi Tong” to comment Confucian
writings, controversial

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Feng Chia University.



