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The Relationship between Hans and
Aborigines in Central Taiwan in the
Mid-eighteenth Century—A Case Study of
the Nei-ao-zhuang and Liu-shu-nan-xun

Massacres in Changhua County

Che-San Chen”

Abstract

This paper explores the relationship between Han immigrants and aborigines in
the mid-eighteenth century in central Taiwan by investigating a tragic incident: The
mountain aborigines murdered Han sharecroppers and garrisons respectively in
Nei-ao-zhuang village and Liu-shu-nan-xun post in Changhua County on January
23rd and 26th in 1752. This paper takes the incident as a case study.

The paper finds the cause of the incident was largely attributed to the
discrimination against aborigines from the Emperor himself to the local administrators
who, for the same reason, allowed Han garrisons, sharecroppers and small-farmers to
mistreat and bully plain aborigines with connivance. In an everyday routine, plain
aborigines suffered from injustice which caused the incident to happen. Jianjing, a
Han small-farmer who rented the common greens from the plain aborigines in
Peitoushe (hereinafter, Peitoushe), refused to pay his rent for ten years. Peitoushe

therefore appealed to the local magistrate in hope of collecting the rent. After a

* Professor, Graduate Institute of History and Historical Relics, Feng Chia University.
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two-year trial, the magistrate made an unjust judgment, and provoked the public
indignation among Peitoushe. Sanjia, the representative of Nan-Peitoushe, finding the
magistrate’s incapability of fulfilling social justice, turned himself to alternative
means: He intrigued the mountain aborigines to the plain to kill the Han garrisons and
sharecroppers. The two massacres brought to the Emperor’s notice, and there was
finally a retrial of the lawsuit. As a result, a somewhat just judgment came into being
three years later in 1755, and the Han-Aborigine relationship apparently stayed
peaceful. However, the intense relationship between Hans and Aborigines in central
Taiwan had not been truly eased until Peitoushe led other five tribes of Pingpu

aborigines to immigrate to Puli in the Daoguang era.

Keywords: Ethnic conflict, Han-Aborigine relationship, Nei-ao-zhuang village,

Liu-shu-nan-xun post, Sanjia



