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Abstract

Taiwan is facing the severe challenge from aging population and low birth rate.
The aging population is not only a family problem but also a social and economic
problem. More and more nations have been addressing this demographic issue, and
establishing the related law and developing the plan for citizen’s old-age life. In spite
of different plans, the common aim is to ensure the good living for the elder. Taiwan’s
government has also proposed a long-care plan in 2008, and has passed the Long-term
Care Services Act in 2015, which attempts to integrate the various resources and
promote the allocative efficiency.

Due to the increase in demand, the total bed number provided by long-term care
organization is increasing annually. This project plans to use county-level data across
Taiwan to explore the determinants of long-term care service and which variables are
more relevant. With a reference to the previous literature, we narrow down all related
information to ten variables and focus our study period on the year of 2008 to 2014.
Through the descriptive statistics, correlation and regression analysis, we analyze the
effects of variables related with long-term care resource. Our empirical results show
that the number of hospital beds, the ratio with a spouse for the 65 years of age and
above, and average welfare expenditure that a citizen can share in the region, are most
relevant. Local old age population dependency ratio, density of populations and
female labor force participation rates also have significant impact on the total bed
number provided by local long-term care organization. Our results can provide policy
reference, especially for asymmetric problem while carrying out the Long-term Care
Services Act.

Keyword : Long-term Care Services Act ~ long-term care organization ~ Old age
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